Abstract: This paper aims to develop effective and efficient sociocultural exchanges and communication programs between North and South Koreans. To this end, data has been collected from domestic and foreign literature reviews and interviews. Based on the research results, this paper suggests developing several practical programs for promoting social exchanges and communication between North and South Koreans. In particular, this paper suggests the following: 1) adopting a bottom-up approach, 2) acknowledging the cultural differences between North and South Koreans and the diversity among the communicating subjects, 3) collaborating with the international community, and 4) implementing the program in phases. Ultimately, this study will contribute to achieving peaceful unification, and enhancing mutual understanding and cultural collectivity through sociocultural exchanges and communication between the two Koreas.
Background
The legislation titled "the Act of Interchange and Cooperation Between South and North Korea" on social and cultural interchange and cooperation between the two Koreas was constructed in 1900. According to the inter-Korean basic agreement developed in 1993, the fields of social and cultural interchange have been classified into several categories including: education, literature, art, health care, journalism,and the media. In addition, the agreement refers to scientific and professional science and technologyand environmental cooperation (Ministry of Unification, 2014). The types of exchanges are divided into two groups: personal and material. The objectives of political and economic exchanges differ from social and cultural interactions for the following reasons: 1) while political exchanges aim at unity and economic exchanges aim at efficiency, social and cultural exchanges seek to embrace diversity. In other words, they seek to acknowledge and respect the different views, cultural norms, and values of both societies; 2) Political exchanges are in the fields of politics, economy, and the military. Economic exchanges are in the fields of the economy, scientific research, and the environment. On the other hand, social and cultural exchanges are in the fields of society, culture, art, education, and religion; 3) Political exchanges involve government agencies and economic exchanges engage the business sector. However, social and cultural exchanges involve civil society. It should also be noted that sociocultural exchanges are expanding to neighboring countries and include the involvement of the North and South Korean diaspora; the role of the diaspora is significant in this regard (Kim CH, Yu SE, Kim YY, 2013, pp.14, 27).
Method
The data collected from literatures has been analyzed for domestic and foreign examples of social and cultural exchange programs. Also, the ten cases of interview toward policymakers, governmental officers and activists working at NGOs or institutions have been implemented. Each interview lasted between 60 to 90 minutes, during which time interviewees discussed their experiences of meeting and communicating with North Koreans.
Based on the literature review and interviews, a strategic plan aiming to promoting
D. Cooperation with the international community
Peaceful unification on the Korean Peninsula is in the interests of the two Koreas as well as neighboring countries. The latter can play a significant role in connecting the two Koreas by acting as a mediator. Thus, greater collaboration is required among neighboring countries, international organizations, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
E. Implementation phases
Communication programs between the two Koreas need to been implemented in several stages. The programs should be implemented as follows: <Table 1> 
2. Practical exchange programs for North and South Koreans
Exchange programs can be implemented in various fields, such as education, academy, culture, art, health, and sports. Specific ideas for programs include: <table 2>. 
